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Instructions for the Watermaster Review  
On Instream Lease Applications 

 

Who Fills Out This Form? 
The Watermaster or other field staff reviewing an instream lease. 
 

When Do I Use This Form? 
The Instream Review Form must be used for all leases (new and renewals).   
 

Where Do I send the Form? 

Email to WRD_DL_instreamlease@oregon.gov  
 

How Do I Fill The Form Out? 
Always use the link in the automated email that you receive to view the current Watermaster 
review form and a list of the pending leases that are in need of a Watermaster review. 
 
The form is designed in MS Word and will allow you to tab to the areas that need to be filled 
out. 
 

TIPS TO QUESTIONS 
 
1. For “renewal” leases where the existing Watermaster review is adequate and was 

completed within the last 6 seasons, you only answer question #1 indicating that the 
previous review is adequate and no changes are needed. If this is not a renewal you will 
continue answering all questions. 
 

2. This is to let the caseworker reviewing the lease know whether the use can be suspended or 
if there are any issues.  For example, can the land be“dried-up”?  Can they prevent water 
from getting onto the lands during the term of the lease? 

 
3. Do you have any information that the right has NOT been used in the last 5 years? If yes, 

please attach any evidence and explain.  The caseworker may contact the applicant to 
request additional information.  If additional information cannot be provided to 
demonstrate that the right has been used, the lease may be denied as incomplete or 
acreage will be removed from the application. 

 
4. Instream water rights in rivers and streams shall, insofar as practical, be defined by reaches 

of the river rather than points on the river. (OAR 690-077-0015(7)) 

a. Point - Protected at the authorized POD only, why??? Here are just a few reasons that 
we may want to protect at a point instead of allowing a reach. 

- No access downstream to measure 
- Quantity is too small to measure 
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- Possible injury downstream 

b. Reach - Instream flows typically are from the location of the authorized point of 
diversion to the mouth of the source stream.  If the water is to be protected from the 
source stream into a receiving stream, the quantity must be measurable in the receiving 
stream.   The general parameters are whether the requested instream flow is 5% or 
greater than the low flow in the receiving stream/river considering its low flow 
point/reach (this is generally below the confluence between the source stream and the 
receiving stream).  The 5% was identified as the level of accuracy for streamflow 
measuring devices. 

For example, the low flow may be the lowest flow on the low flow day/week/month 
depending on how the Watermaster would generally regulate, if he/she were to 
regulate.  Identification of whether a proposed instream quantity is measurable may be 
looked at cumulatively with other instream uses established by lease, transfer and/or 
allocation of conserved water. 
 

5. Other than you own records, to find out if there are any state agency or converted 
minimum flow instream rights, the best source, is the Department’s web page where you 
can search by stream:  https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/wr/wrinfo/Default.aspx?t=3. 

 
6. Many old certificates or decrees do not list the authorized point of diversion.  The 

Watermaster is in the best position to provide this information if it is not listed on the 
certificate. 

 
7. What we are trying to ascertain by this question: what is the estimated average natural flow 

(ENAF) of the source stream(s) where the instream right is to be protected.   
 

Water availability (WAB) is available on the Department’s web site for many of the source 
streams and tributaries which list the estimated natural average flows.  If WAB is not 
available on our web site, then the Watermaster needs to provide the estimated average 
natural flow (ENAF).  As defined in OAR 690, Division 77, estimated average natural flow 
“means average natural flow estimates derived from Watermaster distribution records, 
Department measurement records and application of appropriate available scientific and 
hydrologic technology.” 

 
8. Will other water rights be injured if this application is approved?  The Water Right Transfer 

Reviews document in the Technical Operations Manual contains a good discussion of injury 
and potential examples. 
 
Injury – making a change to a water right that would cause another water user (generally 
junior) to receive less water. 

 Return flows are used by downstream junior water users and the change to a water 

right would result in return flows no longer being available to that downstream 

junior water user. 
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 Using water during period not previously used and that change results in less water 

being available to a downstream junior water right holder. 

 The use is changed to another use where the new use is more consumptive than the 

original use and results in less water available to junior water right holders. 

9. Will this lease result in enlargement of the right?  The Water Right Transfer Reviews 
document in the Technical Operations Manual contains a good discussion of enlargement 
and various examples. 
 
Enlargement – making a change to a water right that would cause it to be larger than it was 
before. 

 Using water at a greater rate and/or volume than what could be used previously. 

 If the source water would still continue to be at the place of use even after the place 

of use was changed. 

 
10. List any conditions you think may be necessary to prevent enlargement or injury. 

 
11. Only for split season use – leave blank if not a split season use. 
 
 

Suggestions?  Please let Sarah Henderson know of any suggestions you have to modify the 

form. 


