
 
 

Memo: Regarding the Walla Walla Application for Oregon Place Based Planning 

From: Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council 

To whom it may concern: 

The Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council is submitting four letter of support for our proposed Strategic 

Action Plan to improve Water Availability in the Walla Walla Basin. These letters of support are from the 

City of Milton-Freewater, Walla Walla River Irrigation District, Fruitvale Water Users Association, and the 

Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation. This diversity of interest in completing a Water 

Plan demonstrates the urgency of the situation. The Walla Walla Basin does not have enough water to 

meet both the demands for out of stream uses and for instream uses. A Strategic Action Plan is needed 

that will describe what additional out of stream water efficiencies can occur, how much more managed 

aquifer recharge can occur. With that information known, we can develop an agreed upon plan for 

developing a large scale water project, either an off channel reservoir or a Columbia River Exchange 

Project. This Oregon Place Based Plan will build upon prior work that has occurred over the last year and 

a half as we have been working on a Bi-State Streamflow Improvement Study. The interim goals we have 

set for that study are based on having enough water to allow ESA listed steelhead and bull trout, and 

reintroduced Chinook salmon to be able to access their spawning grounds in the upper reaches of the 

Walla Walla River in Oregon, while at the same time ensuring that the 20,000 plus acres of irrigated 

farms dependent on the Walla Walla River have the water they need to stay viable. 

 

Please contact me if you need any further information. 

Sincerely, 

 

Brian Wolcott 

Executive Director, Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council 

Brian.wolcott@wwbwc.org 

541-938-2170 x 106  
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CITY OF 

MILTON-FREEWATER 
p.o. Box 6 • 722 S. Main • Milton-Freewater, OR 97862 

December 17, 2015 

Oregon Water Resources Department 
Attn: Deciding Parties for Place-Based Water Planning Grants 
Salem, Oregon 

Dear Interested Officials: 

I am writing to strongly encourage you to positively consider a funding request submitted 
by the Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council-Brian Wolcott is their Executive Director. 

Any project taken on and led by the WWBWC is virtually guaranteed to be successful for 
the environment and community members who live within it. This organization, although 
staffed by a small corps of hard-working and incredibly dedicated individuals has 
produced incredibly big results for water projects in our basin. 

The latest project they are seeking to complete---the development of a Strategic Action 
Plan for improving stream flows and out of stream water availability---is equally 
important and well supported by not only the key partners at the table, but other 
community leaders as well. 

The City of Milton-Freewater is in full support of this important planning goal, and 
believes it is vital to the protection of our most critical resource-water. The WWBWC is 
the best agency to lead this effort and we sincerely hope you will agree and find the 
funding to assist them. 

As the saying goes, if we fail to plan, we plan to fail. Please aid the WWBWC in helping 
our community protect the water interests of the basin. 

/r;;~ ~nda Hall, City Manager 
L/ ) ~~~y of Milton-Freewater 

PHONE (541) 938-5531 FAX (541) 938-8224 
www.milton-freewater-or.gov 
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Treaty June 9, 1855 ~ Cayuse, Umatilla and Walla Walla Tribes 

Confederated Tribes of the 

Umatilla Indian Reservation 
Department of Natural Resources 

Administration 

46411 Timíne Way 
Pendleton, OR 97801 

 
www.ctuir.org             ericquaempts@ctuir.org 

Phone 541-276-3165     Fax: 541-276-3095 

 

 

Harmony Burright 

Water Resources Development Program 

725 Summer Street NE, Suite A 

Salem, OR 97301  

 

Re: CTUIR Support for Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council Place-Based Planning Program 

Proposal 

 

Dear Ms. Burright: 

 

On behalf of the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (CTUIR) Department 

of Natural Resources (DNR), I am writing to express support for the Walla Walla Basin 

Watershed Council’s (WWBWC) Place-Based Planning Pilot Grant Program proposal.  The 

Walla Walla River Basin is eager to move forward, aided by the contribution of Oregon Water 

Resources Development Program funding and technical assistance, toward achieving our water 

supply planning objectives and demonstrating to the Oregon Legislature the value of place-based 

planning investments. 

 

Collaborative water supply development planning and implementation efforts have been 

occurring in the Walla Walla River Basin since competition between in-stream and out-of-stream 

water supply needs was pushed to the forefront with the Endangered Species Act (ESA) listing 

of steelhead and bull trout in the late 1990s.  These efforts have led to some significant water 

supply planning and development successes and a strong foundation for future efforts.  CTUIR 

took a significant and leading role from 2002 to 2012 in attempting to address water supply 

shortages in the basin, however without a Water Resources Development Act vehicle, and absent 

the support of Washington to protect restored stream flows, our ten years of effort did not result 

in an Army Corps of Engineers  water supply project.  Nevertheless, inadequate stream flows 

continue to impact ESA-listed species and reintroduced spring Chinook salmon.  In addition, 

climate change may increase out-of-stream demands and water supply variability.  The drought 

of 2015 further illustrated the fact that our collaborative efforts must include clear instream flow 

targets, a better integration of surface and groundwater management, and a substantial water 

supply project to realize the long-standing objectives of restoring stream flows and maintaining 

out-of-stream water uses. 

 

The WWBWC, with Washington’s Walla Walla Watershed Management Partnership 

(Partnership), is currently coordinating a Walla Walla Basin Integrated Flow Enhancement Study 

(Study).  Funded by the Washington Department of Ecology’s Office of Columbia River, the 

Study’s purpose is to develop a strategic action plan to address inadequate stream flows while 

maintaining out-of-stream uses.  The Oregon Water Resources Development Program has an 

opportunity to complement and enhance existing Washington funding and to ensure that the 

Study and resulting strategic action plan are successful, informed by, and consistent with 

Oregon’s Integrated Water Resources Strategy. 
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CTUIR DNR Letter of Support to OWRD  

Re: WWBWC Place-Based Planning Proposal 

December 21, 2015 

Page 2 of 2 
 

Treaty June 9, 1855 ~ Cayuse, Umatilla and Walla Walla Tribes 

 

Using lessons learned from past planning efforts (which include a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

flow restoration feasibility study and ESA habitat conservation plan) and the foundation 

provided by the ongoing Washington-sponsored Study, the Walla Walla River Basin is well-

positioned to make meaningful progress.  However, if the ongoing Study fails to fulfill its 

objectives, there is a possibility that some Walla Walla River Basin stakeholders will move away 

from collaborative approaches and return to single-issue, adversarial relationships.  A vigorous 

show of encouragement and commitment in the form of an Oregon place-based planning grant 

would go a long way toward avoiding such an unfortunate situation and provide a greater 

likelihood of tangible instream flow benefits and basin stability for everyone.  The CTUIR DNR 

is prepared to continue its practice of dedicating significant resources and staff to support and 

participate in the place-based planning process as a part of an essential bi-state flow restoration 

effort in the Walla Walla River Basin. 

 

If you are unaware, the CTUIR Board-of-Trustees November election has resulted in senior-

policy level changes, and given the short timeframes, we submit this letter-of-support without 

completing our normal policy approval process.  If necessary, after completing our policy review 

with the newly seated policy makers, we may further clarify or amend this support through 

alternative and future comment opportunities.  Thank you for considering the Watershed 

Council’s proposal and please contact Chris Marks at 541.429.7213 with any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Eric Quaempts, Director 

Department of Natural Resources 

 

Cc: Brian Wolcott 
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