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Under Section 3.f. of the letter of intent, Water Rights Solutions, LLC proposed 5 possible subject areas 
to engage the community for a recommendation for local solutions.  We provide the following 
additional process to two of those five subjects. 

The first subject is the issue refining implementation of the Klamath Project’s call on junior water rights.  
A major problem is that the Project demand and Upper Klamath Lake inflows fluctuate on both sides of 
a possible call for a considerable period (in 2015 that fluctuation period lasted from early April to mid-
June).   This is a period of great uncertainty for the Project irrigators, the Watermaster and particularly 
the off Project irrigators who are most at risk of being regulated. 

We are proposing to bring together the parties who have an interest in how the water is regulated to 
discuss a strategy for beginning and ending a call by senior water right holders.  There are several 
theories that will be offered to get the interested parties started thinking.  The simplest theory is a 
running five day average of both the inflow to UKL and the Project demand.  The intention would be to 
smooth the daily peaks and valleys.  Another idea is to use recent history of Project demand to calculate 
a value for Project demand for each day of the irrigation season, then regulate to that pre-calculated 
demand. 

By establishing a strategy for implementing the call that is understood by and agreed to by affected 
parties, each party can plan their water use with more certainty.   

The second subject is the very contentious issue of groundwater pumping effect on surface water flows.  
OWRD data shows a connection of some wells to the surface water, including the timing and quantity.  It 
appears the quantity of water during irrigation season is not great.   

Therefore it is proposed to bring the parties together to discuss alternatives that involve mitigation for 
the amount of reduction of surface water flow.  One idea might be to construct a reservoir that will 
store excess water from winter flow to be held and released during the period that groundwater 
pumping is calculated to impact surface water flow during the irrigation season.  In many instances the 
groundwater impact on surface water flow is less than 10% of the total volume of groundwater.  A 
reservoir of 4,000 acre feet could provide mitigation for a large number of wells that are under threat of 
regulation. 

The outcome of an agreement that provides mitigation for groundwater pumping effect on surface 
water will defuse a very contentious situation and avoid pending litigation.   
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